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Deputy “irsctor for ‘daninistration

' ' £ MAR 1951
Assistant Mrector for Rescarch and Reporis

Possible transfer of foreign-nases staff, Loard of Ceoprathic “anes,
to CIA. '

- 25X1A9a ‘1. Pursuant to a telephone conversatlon betwsen and
25X1A9a I ihere are iracsnitted herewith: (a) letter from
Diresctor of Division of Geogradhy, Decarient of Interlor, to ‘Qa

CIA reoresentative on the BGN, 13 Feb 1951; (b) =emo frem

25X1A%9 [l for the ixecutive, IR, giving background material and sugrestions,

2, O/AR believes that it is cssential to the NIS “rogran thab the
foreign nasues work of the Board's Staff continue without aajor inter-
ruption. This Office would orefor ths contlnusnce of the geograshlical
nanes work as presently assigned, vut it appears that tue Departsent of
Interior and probably the Dursau of the Dudget may insist on transfer
of responsibility for foreipgn nases rosearch, rhile this work is of
comach concern, it is not purely an intelligsnce fuactien, even thoush
intelli;snoe agencies benefit therefrom, If the foveign names staff
work must be transferred, the CIA representativs oa the Joard bslieves
that no other agenoy or office would be as sultabie 2 reciplent as CIA,
provided that IAC approval for such work within CIA were obtai-zed in
ordsr to agsure a greater degroe of covperablon, than now exists, from
agencies reoreseabiéd on the Forelgn 'a:es Committee. Tho sresent
strength of the Porelgn lNames Staff is spproxizately )0 sargens, the
majority of whom are cleared iirough "Secret" for hmidling YIS nanue
soriot and source materials, If CIA assuwes respongibllity for this
funotion additlonnl space will have to be provided as 0/a3 is alrasdy
overcerowied,

3+ YNo reply will be mude to the letter Srom lhe Jirscior of the
Division of Ceography, pending receipt of comment frosm you. in infore-
mation copy of this zemo and attachments ls being furnished Amsistant
Director for Iatelligeswe Coordination,
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